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the Htlroy Fellowshtp Foundatton through the Canadian Teachers' Federation, 
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THIS PAGE REVEALS THE SYMBOL SECRETS to the teachers and parents so that they can explain them in their own way 
to their children. For the first time in the history of mankind a logical pictorial symbol writing has been in- 
vented that can be read in all languages of mankind. In honour of the inventor Charles K. Bliss it is called 

BLISSYMBOLICS. And herebelow are his basic symbols and some of their combinations as shown in this book. First 


the explanations of the title symbols SYMBOL SSCR#TS 


The SYMBOL shows the picture of a pen in inclined writing position, between heaven and earth 
which together form the meaning of our world and with the pen added we get the symbol for \ world writing. 


The symbol for SECRET shows the picture of the mouth © for speaking inside an enclosure | For those who are 


inside it [-] there are no secrets. For those who are outside it [] > they remain SECRETS. 


But first we must learn the Blissymbol Indicators three very small symbols which you can see above some symbols 
: a r be 
in this book. The first indicator shows a small multiplication mark, meaning multiple the plural. On vage 18 


you see a boy turned into the plural boys The second indicator shows a little VACHHSEEN® cone which indicates 
the first Action on our young earth. This small symbol stands therefore for action the verb. Aon page 21 
you see the picture of legs and feet IX With the aotHon indicator on top we get to walk, to go 

The third indicator shows a cone standing on its top This is a very precarious position likely to topple over. 


In Blissymbolics it means describing an eValuation made by a human mind, and not two minds are alike, think alike 
and act alike. On page 14 you see the outline of the skull (\ which houses the brain, our mind ( our feelings 
symbolised by the heart Q and our rational meas ousaye (\ This means a positive favourable mental attitude () 
and with the exclamation mark added it means good | y This means a negative unfavourable mental attitude ( 


and with the exclamation mark added it means bad (\\this indicator indicates the adjective or adverb and gives 


it a new and fickle meaning because what one mind may consider as being "good" another mind may think it is "bad"! 

and to-morrow both minds may change to the contrarye Now look out for this fickle indicator on top of some of the 

symbols shown in the pages mentioned below. The indicator appears only once for easy identification at the begin. 
Vv 


Page 3 upset The heart symbolises feelings, emotions Y With the arrow up it means heartlifting joy 
being happy With the arrow down a it means downheartedness, being unhappy Ol With both arrows ANY Bue 


means our mixed feelings of being upset. 


v 

Page 3 angry xO Ke This is a rather complicated combination of basic symbols and it has to be explained in 
detail. The first symbol is the small multiplication mark meaning in this position much The second basic symbol 
is the heart for our feelings The third symbol is the relation symbol we learned in arithmeticaeihen we 
double this symbol we get a purposeful relation meaning purpose » When we turn these 2 symbols into the oppo= 


site direction we get the symbol for counterpurpose, opposition Ke and this makes us much,very angry. 
v 


Page 4+ _lonel O- il This is a feeling Q without (minus) — a human being I around and with use 


A % 9 4 
Page 4 to sto = We see the arrow movin —> and suddenly being stopped at a line. The onposite meaning 


is start > 
—— aa A 


Page 4 to think ( \ This symbol shows the skull, indicating our rational minal) and the action to think. 
ie aan. poe Onan eke) eaters 


Page to know This is a combination of our brain,mind a and a_box, an enclosure | together our 
"mind box" all ane knowledge contained in our brain. \Jith the action indicator it means to know. 


Page 6 happy OT This symbol has been explained already under page 3 (see above) 


Page 8 secret [o] This symbol combination has been explained already in the first paragraph (see above) 


Page 10 _woman,lad h This is the picture of a man in trousers with legs apart nN and this a woman in a skirt 


Page 10 tree + This is the picture of a tree. 


Page 10 animal aX This is a picture of a four-legged animal in the barest outline. 
A 
Page 12 to look © This is the picture of the eye © and with the action indicator on top it means to look,see. 


Page 13 hello CQ —> <— We see the mouth © saying "hello" when people meet indicated by the two arrows —> <— 


The opposite meaning is when people part indicated by the two arrows <— —> and the mouth says © "Good bye, 
Au revoir, A rivviderci, Auf Wiedersehen} and so on in all other languages of mankind OQ <— —> 


Page 14 good GQ) | The reasoning mind ( shows a positive favourable mental attitude stressed by the added 
f — Vv 


exclamation mark. The opposite meaning of bad shows the reasoning mind, the minus, and the exclamation mark a’ 
Page 16 Batman XB The picture of a man with legs apart A and the letter B for Batman == 
Page 17 wheelchair a The picture of a chair H and a wheel &® combined. 

Page 17 Batmobile RO B the picture of a car BO and the letter B for Batman's car. 


Page 18 boys Q From the lower parts of the symbols for man M and woman iN we develop the symbols for male /\ 
and female A and combine with a little circle which represents the head of a boy Q or a girly, of pre -teenage. 


Page 1 very X RS small multiplication mark in this position symbolises the meaning of much, many, and very(much 


Page 21 _to swim a — > This combination must be explained in detail. A human being either sex | standing 


upright with feets apart. He or she stands in water ~~ _ symbolised with a wave. This means bathing Then 
the added arrow means a forward movement — and altogether it means to swim and swimming au 5 
Page 21 


to walk / \ We see the picture of the two legs and feet and the action indicator on top means to walk. 


Page 21 to jum ry We see the arrow making a jump. 


Page 22 all Xx This is a very important symbol of the logic of Blissymbolics, which pictures Alfred Korzybski's 
warning that we shall not say the word "all" in an all-encompassing sense, meaning ''all this" or"all that" of "all" 


our world. We must think that our saying of "all" should be in a very restrxted sense as for instance "all apples in 


this box" or "all children in this schoolhouse." Bliss takes the big multiplication mark Meaning a multitude 


and restrict this multitude by an enclosure a together the meaning of "all in a restricted sense" Korzybski 


is the author of General Semantics. This is a Greek word semanticos meaning significant meaning. Bliss chose this 


word and the additional Greek word of graphein to form his word for his work Semantography a very meaningful wri- 


ting which later was named Blissymbolics. 


Page 23 girl Q This symbol has been explained under page 18 which see. 


Page 24 Women's liberation| ] » A This is a complex combination which must be explained in detail. From the 
symbol of an enclosure we can develop the symbol for an opening | When we put our symbol, the heart for our 
feelings and amotions yy) into the enclosure we feel oppressed and this means oppression. But within the 
symbol for opening e do not feel oppressed, we feel free and this means freedom . The next symbol is 
the ‘small meaning for purpose »> discussed under page 3 and the small meaning is for >> . The last symbol is the 


picture of a woman A wth the mul@iple indicator on top meaning the plural women. Together "Freedom for Women." 
—— ___ ay eens v 


Page 27 cniaaren®) This too is a complex combination. We picture the two opposite eValuations big | and small [| 
Then we add the picture of a flower Then we combine the two meanings and get a "small flower" and look, it lools 


indeed like a little child r with too big a head and the two small pathetically outstretched arms and feet. 


Page 29 birthday ©) a This is a combination of 4 basic symbols. The sun @ over the earth Means a 


day O A star % under a roof GS of a home signifies a happy event, a stella novaaanew creature, a baby is 
born to happy parents, together the symbol means birth “aS and all 4 basic symbols together mean birthday. 


Page 29 outin / \ [>> We see the picture of legs and feet marching out of some enclosure 


Page 29 atherin sre We see 4 arrows converging from the four corners of the compass to mean gathering. 


Page 30 car SS, The picture of a car in the barest outline we learned already under page 17 
Page 30 to go INE? to walk under page 21. 


Page 31 sister N) This symbol needs a lot of explaining of basic symbols for the members of a human family. 
When a man iN and a woman A marry, they look first for a roof ON for protection of themselves and their coming 
children. So, here we have the combined symbol for a married couple And here is the Father “x and the 
Mother aX Daddy and Mommy. Now look, the roof lines have disappeared and you see your Daddy and your Mommy opening 
their arms to embrace you in love. When a male IN child is born under the roof ON they have a son oN or a 


daughter a And when a 2nd child is born to them it is either a brother “No or a sister aN: 


Page 31 brother 4) See the explanations above. 


Page 32 yukky augh =| This is a rather complex symbol and it must be explained together with the opposite on 


Page 37 wow © =| These ‘are exclamations of feelings bad or good about something which force us to exclaim, to 
utter through the mouth © the exclamations of"yukky'(bad} or"wow''(good) about something or someone whom we dislike —| 


(yukky,augh) or like + | But they are eValuations of course, and tomorrow we may change our mind. The man we dislike 


(jukky) today we may come to like (wow) tomorrows For the meaning of an eValuation see the paragraph on the 
Blissymbol Indicators at the beginning of this page. 

Page 34 to dance in d We see the picture of the legs and feet in action and the international symbol of a 
musical note d together to dance and dancing. 


A 
Page 57 to feel @ This symbol of the heart Q to express our feelings and emotions we know already. 
Page 39 thank you OW This is a combination of 3 basic symbols the first is the heart Q to indicate our 


‘heartfelt thanks" The second basic symbol is the outline of a vessel Ww) which may mean the vessel of our heart 


out of which the upward arrow ‘) emerges symbolising giving out of the vessel of our heart, together"'thank you" 


For the meaning of you see page 40 below. 


Page 4O big il This symbol we have already discussed under page 27 which please see above. 


the number 1 


Page 40 you |e This symbol shows the picture of an upright human being either sex | When we add 
- " 
to it we get the meaning of I"! ll eee the number 2 it means nyout | With the number 3 we get'the or she |, 


; " 1 
lith the multiple indicator on top al and the number 1 or 2 or 3 we get the meanings of "wel, "you" and"'theye 
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